


EDGEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall,
Monday 20th November 2017, 7:00pm


Present:	John Seymour (Chair)	(JS)		Mark Cook (Vice Chair) (MC)
		Emma Cletheroe (EC)			Anne Harrup (AH)
		Lin Pateman (LP)			Suzanne Longe (SL)
		Steffan Aquarone (NCC)		Kirsty Cotgrove (Clerk)

Parishioners’ comments – A parishioner stated that he has heard that Stody intends to keep open the car park and Bunkers Hill areas. 
A parishioner commented that the precept should not be raised to finance the Stody permissive path system.
A parishioner asked how much the precept would increase by, should financing be raised in this way.
1. Chairman’s welcome and apologies for absence - JS welcomed everyone, and apologies were accepted for Keith Clarke (PCSO) and Georgie Perry-Warnes (NNDC).
2. Statements of pecuniary or prejudicial interests, and dispensations to speak – None.
3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Monday 17th October 2017 – The minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting, and were duly signed. Prop. LP, sec. EC – all agreed.
4. Matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda – A parishioner asked why a volunteer had been asked to stop cutting the grass. JS replied that as they are only 15, there would be liability issues with the PC insurance. JS advised that he has been in contact with the other grass cutting volunteer. Although the PC had previously voted to pay a donation of £105 towards lawnmower servicing, this was only an estimated amount. The parishioner has confirmed that he only uses his lawnmower to cut the Green. JS prop. that the Parishioner get his lawnmower serviced and ask the company to invoice the PC to pay in full, and the PC can then recover the VAT.
EC left the meeting at 7:15pm.
The proposal was discussed at length, and agreed by all.
5. To update on the Stody permissive footpaths – The original proposal for Parishes to fund the footpath was discussed, but Briston has voted not to fund this via the precept, and as they are the largest Parish, this is now unviable. Edgefield had a good response to the survey, with 18 responses, 2 against funding via the precept. Charlie McNichol has requested a further meeting, which will take place on 13th December. JS and the Clerk will attend and report back after. A number of historical footpaths were discussed, and three were identified for further investigation by the Clerk. 
EC returned to the meeting at 7:31pm
A parishioner has emailed the Clerk to let the PC know that Briston are planning a demonstration, to protest at the footpath closure. 
6. Report from Steffan Aquarone, County Councillor – SA reported on the savings NCC will need to make, amounting to approx. £100m. Visible services will be protected, so a vulnerable minority could be at risk, including adult social services. SA asked everyone to check on vulnerable neighbours to check they are ok, and to refer any problems to him to deal. NCC are currently carrying out a mobile phone survey in Norfolk, to start a scheme for masts to be put on Council buildings to improve the mobile signal in the County. Orsted’s new consultation has opened. SA stated that it doesn’t affect the previous response submitted. He has a meeting with representatives soon, and will suggest dark fibre cables are laid along the cabling route for 
1.
community compensation. 
SA left the meeting at 7:42pm
7. Police report – KC has emailed a report to the Clerk, stating there were 5 calls to police in the last month, with no crimes reported.
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Report from Georgina Perry-Warnes, District Councillor – A report had previously been distributed via email. It covered free parking in the run up to Christmas, a sports and activities project, Hopkins Homes charity of the year vote, the upcoming Safer Neighbourhood meeting, blue flag beaches, and the Orsted consultation.
9. Finance – 
(a) Payments
The following payments were approved (prop. SL, sec.EC)
(i) Kirsty Cotgrove – Clerk’s net salary Nov (via SO)		£186.55
(ii) Kirsty Cotgrove – expenses					£  30.00
(iii) ICO – Data protection renewal				£  35.00
(iv) Phil Borley – grass cutting					£400.00
(b) To agree the 2018-19 budget
The budget was discussed. It was agreed to continue with Phil Borley cutting the grass for another year, with an increase of £40 for the year. The Clerk’s salary increase was agreed (prop. EC, sec JS, all agreed)
(c) To agree the 2018-19 precept
It was unanimously agreed to keep the precept at £5000. (prop. JS, sec. EC)
10. Planning – 
(a) Permission for development – None.
(b) Refusal of permission – None.
(c) Applications – PF/17/1815. Fairfield, Sands Loke, Edgefield, NR24 2RQ. Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of two storey detached dwelling and garage. The PC had no comment on this application.
(d) Development committee decision – None. 
(e) Decision notice – None.
(f) Additional information on applications – Upcoming Pigs application for further bedroom. This was discussed, and concern was raised about further applications. However, as this application would not be seen from the road, it was agreed the PC have no objection to this upcoming application, subject to the retention of the trees and hedges.
(g) To consider late planning applications – None.
11. To update on the Hornsea windfarm project – The latest consultation was discussed. It was agreed that the Clerk will reply to comment that screening cannot be considered whilst people do not know how tall and therefore how noticeable the booster station will be. Also, the access to the booster is along a public footpath, which will be ruined, so the Clerk will ask if this can be re-routed.
12. To report on highways issues – None. 
13. To update on community Speedwatch – The SAM2 has not been working since the end of last week. JS will replace the battery. LP will email a report to the PC regarding a recent visit to the Chief Constable.
14. To explore the possibility of a community bus – There were only 5 responses to the Edgefield Extra article. A number of these were interested in a community minibus for hospital and doctor’s appointments, which there is already a charity covering. JS will forward some literature regarding Holt Caring to the Clerk to advertise. The Clerk will also investigate if NNCT would operate in Edgefield and if Dial a Ride are still operating. The possibility of a village group of volunteers to take people shopping was explored. JS will talk to Holt Caring to see if there are limitations in setting up 
2.
volunteer drivers.
15. Correspondence – None.
16. Matters for further discussion – MC proposed the PC get a new wreath, and that it is removed after Christmas each year. The Clerk will obtain quotes for the next meeting. A parishioner has cleared some Norfolk reeds from around the pond, and asked if the reeds in the pond could be cut back before the end of the year. It was discussed, and agreed that no work will be carried out until early spring, when they start growing. 
LP recorded the PC’s thanks to Eric Earnshaw for all the voluntary work he has carried out in the Parish over the years. She has a list of jobs that she will forward to the PC. JS thanked all the people who volunteered to clean the village gates. The Clerk will confirm with Highways what is best to clean the gates, and whether they will respond to pressure washing.
A Parishioner asked if the PC hold any information about the bypass, which was discussed 30 years ago. He stated that this will be needed more, once the new houses are built in Holt. The Clerk will contact Highways and ask if there is a possibility it could be built.
17. To agree the date of the next meeting – Monday 18th December 2017, 7pm.
18. To close the meeting - There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:31pm.
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